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Abstract 

Phenomenology of respecting student's rights: the draft of the student's bill of rights in Iranian 

nursing education 

Background: In the recent years, the rights of the student as one of the major issues of social 

movements are discussed around the world. The presence of students in teaching centers for several 

years and also the age and social circumstances specific to this course may result that students react 

to events surrounding them differently and sometimes be vulnerable to them. The investigation of 

nursing students' experiences about their own rights can provide an obvious understanding of this 

phenomenon. This study aimed to explore the implications of students' experiences of their own 

rights and present the draft of the charter of student's right. 

Method: A qualitative design using the hermeneutic phenomenological approach was conducted 

between 2008 and 2013 in the Tehran faculty of Nursing and Midwifery. Through purposive 

sampling method, 13 nursing students including 8 BScN, 2 MScN, and 2 PhD students in nursing were 

chosen and invited to participate in in-depth semi-structured interviews. The collected data was 

analyzed using the Diekelmann method (1989).  

Findings: During the data analysis, 6 themes and 15 subthemes were developed. The themes were: 

"awareness", "justice-centeredness" with sub-themes of elimination of discrimination and equality 

of all before the law "ensure" with sub-themes of security, accountability for the student, definition 

of student position, and dealing with additional extortion, "educational excellence" with sub-themes 

of learning productivity, benefit of qualified instructors, elegant teaching, and support for the 

students, "graceful evaluation" with sub-themes of appropriate evaluation, goal-centeredness, fair 

evaluation, and criterion-centeredness, and "dignity" with sub-themes of relationships based on 

respect, protection of student's privacy, honoring the student, and dealing with abuse. 

Conclusion: The findings of this study portrait a primary image of experiences and perspectives of 

students on student's rights. Overall, these findings indicate that the participants experience 

unpleasant than pleasant experiences in the field of student's rights. The students believe in a series 

of rights for themselves that is consisted of some should and should not activities. They believed 

that student's rights were not considered and mainly were missed in the decision-making process 

and policy-making in the university. From the perspective of the participants, awareness of student's 

rights lead to the development of activities to take their rights in the academic community. 

Naturally, the development of bill of rights or instructions does not necessarily mean that the 

student's rights have been respected, but it can be considered to be an important step and some 

sort of requirement in the course of recognizing student's rights. 
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